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McMorris Rodgers Announces New Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus

(Washington, D.C.) Today, Congresswoman Cathy McMorris Rodgers and other
members of the Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus held their first briefing. Today’s
briefing marks the first official event of the bipartisan caucus since its launch last week.

McMorris Rodgers co-chairs the caucus. She and her husband Brian have a one-year-old
son, Cole, who has Down syndrome.

“The news of Cole’s Down syndrome was at first difficult to get our arms around and we
were eager to learn all we could,” McMorris Rodgers said. “I’m often asked how being a
mother has changed my life and changed my priorities, and I can assure you that it’s all
been for the better. I have a new passion and a new energy for everything that I do. We
have every intention of doing everything possible to ensure Cole has every opportunity to
reach his full potential. I believe the Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus will be a
vehicle to help bring this information to the forefront so all families of children and
adults with Down syndrome can lead happy lives.”

There are more than 350,000 people with Down syndrome in the U.S., but past and
current funding at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is disproportionately low when
it comes to finding treatments and increasing understanding of secondary disorders that
often afflict people with Down syndrome, like Alzheimer’s disease and atherosclerosis.

Today, the Congressional Down Syndrome Caucus held its first briefing on what research
is being done at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). The NIH updated us on its 10-
year research plan which calls for increased research on the medical, cognitive, and
behavioral conditions that occur in people with Down syndrome.
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